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December 2006, nr. 7

News from Johannes en Marieke Bos

Dear family, friends, and other readers

Bos update

Nadia is growing rapidly. Ze has learned a lot since we’re here in Canada. She walks shuffelingly behind a chair through our living room (like we were taught to do ice skating). Because she is crawling faster now, nothing is safe that lays on the table or what is in the cupboards near the floor. Having a big grin on her face, she is grabbing all her diapers out of her cupboard one by one. Thereafter she looks triumphantly to us; see what I’ve done! Ze loves making funny sounds and likes to play games like peekaboo. She has no problem that we share our house with more people, because than there is always somebody available to play with. In the beginning we were a bit concerned whether she would allow others to babysit her, because she was really timid. We thank God that God heard our prayers and that the babysitting went really well. Sometimes there is competition now within our team who can babysit Nadia. Nadia is often a bridge in contact to others. She laughs to everybody...

We have learned more English now, including all the different German, Canadian, Asian and African accents; multi-cultural English. We have gained several kilo’s, because every activity here is accompanied with loads of cakes and food. It is a challenge and learning proces to start and maintain contacts with people with a very different social or cultural background. Sometimes it is strange how God can placed people on our path. In the first week the fire alarm went off. After 20 minutes and a lot of ‘don’t worries’ of our neighbours I (Marieke) decided to go outside. At the entrance of our flat I met a Chinese lady with her son. Since than we kept contact and went together to some activities. 
Strange or different? 

During our training from LM we learned that we often judge things, which are different than we used to, ‘strange’. They suggested to formulate our opinion as: Not ‘strange’ but ‘different’ or ‘interesting’. Here are a few things that are ‘different’ in Canada: squirrels are a plague, milk is sold in plastic bags, dairy produce except ice is really expensive, even for coffee they have special fastfood chains, the products in  the supermarket are sold in huge packings, the longest street has over 7000 numbers and people don’t greet eachother on the street, but it is easy to make a little chat. 
Everybody is a missionary…

Isaiah 61:4 ‘They will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the places long devastated; they will renew the ruined cities that have been devastated for generations.’ This text is the motivation behind the 614-church, with whom we are involved. It is striking how few churches there are in St James Town, compared to the number of people living in this area. The aim is to (re)plant a church in this area. Another aim is to reach lonely people or people who are rejected by their environment (homeless, drugsusers, homosexuals and social neglected people). They follow Jesus’ example who had special interest in these people. Our ‘church’ makes a groups of very interesting people. It’s amazing how Goid uses everybody in his service.  Je don’t have to be a ‘faithspecialist’ to share the gospel... 
P works in a social workshop, however he couldn’t do his job well because he needed special therapeutic shoes. On a saturday evening he came to us and said: “I need to tell you something to boost your faith. I’ve waited so long for these shoes. I’ve prayed with Tara (pastor) and and the next morning I got a phonecall that I will get my shoes.” He shared this story with everybody, within the church, but also in his flat. Everybody should know what God had done and that He heard the prayers. It’s wonderful to see how the thankfulness for what God does for us, is shared with others. 
How can we help you?

How do you feel about asking this question to others? Aren’t we sometimes afraid to ask how we can help. Maybe people will request something that takes us a lot of time or effort...

One night Johannes went on the street with a streetworker of our 614-church. In Church street a lot of homeless people and homosexuals are roaming around. To read more about Johannes’ experience (Dutch) look at our website... 

Hopefully you understand that not all the things we’ve experienced fit on four pages newsletter. On our website there are some emails (Dutch) about our time in Canada, which we’ve send in the meantime. 
Readers question

Do you have a question that you would like to be answered in our newsletter send an mail to bos_tfc@yahoo.com.

Prayer

Would you like to pray for us frequently? Would lyou like to have more prayer and praise points mail to: bos_tfc@yahoo.com

Praise: 

· For Nadia’s health and development 

· That we feel at home in Toronto, even though we share our house with others. 

· That we got the opportunity to follow a training for volunteering with AIDS-patients. 

Prayer:

· For the results of our English exams that we made in December.

· For health and energy for the things that cross our path (training, volunteering, contacts and ministries, etc).
· For the Chinese lady in our building, that she will come to know the Lord.
· For the 614-church (Salvation Army) who do a lot of work among (ex) homeless people. 
· For a succesful proces in applying a workpermit for Malawi. 
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