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October 2007, nr. 11
News from Johannes and Marieke

Dear family, friends and others,
A short message from far… 
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Met God van mens tot men:



By the time you are reading this we are already more than half a year in Malawi... A special moment as we have never been in Africa for such a long time. We notice that Malawi became our new home and that we have more or less adjusted to many things (the warm wheather, to carry Nadia on the back, to wear skirts, power and water cuts and to be called Azungu). To other things we will probably never get used (cockroaches, `money-box feeling´, and that all of you are so far away).

Nadia enjoys it a lot to play with other children. She has culturally adapted really well; carrying containers on her head and carrying her doll in a cloth on het back... The whole neighbourhood knows her name and our names are not important, we are called father and mother of Nadia most of the time. 

Johannes is busy with gardening again. The anti-malaria plants of ANAMED are growing well, furthermore we have put some plants in pots so that we can move them easily to a new house. 

Money-box feeling
I got an invitation for a kitchen top up party (a kind of a mix between an engagement party and tupperware party). I didn’t know the organiser of the party. I was a bit doubting whteher to go, as I didn’t know the motives to invite me. You are expected to come with big presents and lots of money. You change your money in small banknotes and throw it around a basket (pelekani pelekani). This ceremony they know also at weddings and in church with paper Sunday (special offering). I asked a colleague if she could help me to explain a bit about these kind of parties and the expectations. She said: when you go they will expect lots of money from a white person, probably afterwards you will be invited to many places to share your money. It is a pity that some invitations are not personal interest but interest in your money-box. In the end I decided not to go, although I like parties. We are happy we also have contacts with Malawians that come with the right motives and without financial expectations. 

Chilonga
A few weeks ago we have been to Chilonga, our future home. The chiefs had called the people together for a communiy meeting. The meeting took place under two enormous mango trees, that served the people with shadow. In the area there 8 villages, each having its own chief and one chief headman, most of the quit advanced in age, with grey hair and all of them muslim. Next to that there is a village committe wherein every village, gender and religion is represented. They have to take care that the needs of the people are made known and to take care of community work, including boreholes. 

The meeting startes with prayer, a welcome word to all important people en speeches from the chief and village committee. After that we got the possibility to introduce the project. This year already the project starts a little bit. Water is the main problem in the area, especially in the dry season. Some women have to walk over 9 kilometers to fetch water at the nearest well. This means that they take about five hours a day to collect their water. Therefore little time is left for other tasks in the household and working on the fields. Families that live far away from a well will also cut down on their water consumption, such as taking a bath and washing clothes, what will not benefit the hygienic circumstances in these households. Therefore water shortage has a lot of impact on other problems that are mentioned by the people, like health, food shortage and low yields from their fields. We hope to be able to support the area with some more boreholes in the coming years, for now money is avalable for 3 boreholes. The people of Chilonga also contribute to the project, we have received a piece of land form the chief for the project, people will help in clearing this plot and moulding bricks. Secondly all villages will appoint a plor for community fields, from which the harvest is used to support poor and sick people. Thirdly we would like to contribute in cleaning the healthcentre as bats have ruined the place with their droppings so that the ceiling came down. If everything goes as planned we would like to move to Chilonga next year June. Chilonga is on the border of three districts, therefore nobody feels really responsible for it. The area is far away from the main road and therefore not attractive for most NGO’s. There are a lot of muslims living in this area. A lot of reasons why Liebenzell Mission has chosen this area.  

Power failure
Last month we were almost disconnected from the electricity. A man from the electricity company passed by, gave me a shabby piece of paper and said: you will be disconnected now. On the same moment Johannes tried to pay our bill in the post office. However because they didn’t have receipts to prove payment, he couldn’t pay. I had tried to convince the man to wait with disconneting till Johannes was back and thanks because we are white he didn’t disconnect us straight away. But when he came back without receipt we had no choice to pay the bill in Liwonde (app 30 kms) or to have no electricity for a week. We choose the first option and our neighbour was happy she could go with us to pay her bill also. By the time the company hands out the bills the next few days they already come to disconnect.  

Praise and pray with us for the following points: 

Praise: 

· That we have found a new language helper for Johannes

· That we found Malawian friends

· That we could celebrate our third wedding anniversary
Pray:

· That our workpermit will soon be ready

· For motivation and wisdom to learn Chichewa

· For Gods guidance in preparing for and brainstorming about the new porject in Chilonga. 

· That we will soon find a new house (is found already, dec) 

Home Support Group (HSG)

Do you have questions about how you could be involved in our work or questions about other issues send an email to: bos_tfc@yahoo.com. Have you changed address please let our HSG know by sending an email to: bos_tfc@yahoo.com. Also if you don’t like to receive our newsletters anymore. 
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