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May 2008 , nr. 13

News from  Johannes and Marieke

Dear family, friends and other readers,

Family Bos, 1 year in Malawi!!! 

Yes, we have reached our one year being in Malawi. The question of others could be now, whether we feel us more Malawian, compared with when we just had arrived…?

I think we have adjusted quit well. Automatically I put my hands together with greeting or touch my elbow when I pass something on to someone. I am not surprised anymore, when I’ve brought a gift for someone, it will be taken out of your hands immediately after you’ve arrived, without hearing anything about it anymore. Also with visiting, you first sit down on a mat and patiently wait until others have come to greet you, before starting to greet others yourselves. We don’t get discouraged when someone promised to do something tomorrow and after that doesn’t show up or call for at least a week. We have learned a lot of patience if after 6 times being repaired the water system is still leaking, and is leaving nice decorations on our ceiling. Without doubt there will be many more things we don’t even think about anymore…
[image: image7.jpg]


[image: image8.jpg]


Johannes has developed nice contacts with our day guard. He is still young, but has many questions about the bible and faith. In his village he is actively involved in his youth group and also brings questions from other youths to our house. It is nice they can search together for answers in the bible. A lot of people in the villages know hardly what is written in the bible. Some of them can’t read, have no bible at home or have never heard bible stories from their parents. There is an enormous need for evangelism among Muslims as well as Christians. There is as well a need for discipleship; that people understand their faith and develop a Christian lifestyle. 

Johannes is also busy with the preparations for the building of the new house; drawing a design, arranging materials etc. However we really appreciate the work of family Urschitz, as they live nearby and arrange a lot in Chilonga. 

Nadia is doing fine and talking a lot. In the last few months she has developed a enormous vocabulary. She is also using some Chichewa words which sound really funny. 

Furthermore we have some other news to share, that some might not know yet: We are pregnant and expecting a baby in November! Therefore Marieke and Nadia will fly home beginning of September and Johannes will join us mid October. We will be really happy to see our family and friends at home… 

Harvest

The rain season has brought a lot of confusion among farmers. First we had abundant rains, which sadly made a lot of young plants drown. Thereafter the drought came about two months earlier than expected. A lot of people have harvested not even half of what they normally got from their fields. These things raised the question by us: “Why didn’t God change the rains in a good way, the people here are already so poor…” However asking why will not result in a satisfying answer, we can only trust God to carry out His plan, good for us people. For the people here it will mean the hungerseason will start much earlier this year. For us it means that probably many people will come at our doors to ask for assistance. We will try to help them as good as possible. 
Chilonga

End of April we had visitors from Holland. Together we went to Chilonga. They have bravely endured the many bumps on the road. In Chilonga is a lot happening at this time. The foundation of our house has been dug out and in short time they will start building. Also the building of a water tower, a shed on which solar panels will be installed and a multi-purpose building are in process. The people of Chilonga cooperate well; they have molded many bricks for the constructions. Also they’ve helped to clear the area of bushes. The people are looking forward to our move to the area, and they were a bit disappointed that, due to the pregnancy, we will move out later to Chilonga. Our house will be ready in December. We hope to enter our new house when we will come back from the Netherlands. 
Computerstress....): 
Since two weeks we enjoy the luxury of having a new computer!!! That is a big relief, after the old one stopped his duty in November last year. Because of that we have maybe digitally neglected you for quite a while, and also delayed this newsletter. We have first tried to get the old one fixed, but after several attempts and trips to Blantyre we gave up in January. The heat has killed our computer. Only when Johannes had put the computer in the fridge in the morning, we were able to access some files for ten minutes and rescue some documents and pictures… You can understand our happiness about our new computer and we hope that we are digitally a bit more up to date. 
‘Prayer is the oil in the motor of mission work, without oil the motor isn’t working...’

Praise God for: 

· Our new computer with the possibility of having internet soon

· That we are expecting a baby

· The nice contacts with our workers

Pray God for:

· Finding enough time for language study

· The construction in Chilonga might go well 

· For a solution for Malawi, now the harvest was so poor

· For Christians that they might understand, who God really is and the implications of faith for their personal lives. 
Home support group

Our home support group arranges all the issues in the Netherlands. Do you have questions on how you could be involved with our work or in case you’ve other questions, please send an email to: bos_tfc@yahoo.com. In case you changed mailadress please notify our home support group, when you still would like to receive our news. 

	Johannes & Marieke Bos
	Stg. Liebenzell Mission Netherlands

	Address:

PO box 430, Balaka

Malawi, Africa

Tel: 00-265-9117105 of 

       00-265-5365866 (nieuw!)
Mail: bos_johannes@yahoo.com
Website:www.johannes-marieke.org
	Pieter Postlaan 6
1222 LJ Hilversum, Nederland
Tel./Fax: 035-6832815 

Donations:

Postbanknr. 264732
Bankrek. nr. 95.85.42.961
t.n.v. Stg. Liebenzell Mission Nederland te Hilversum

o.v.v Johannes en Marieke Bos


God bless you all! 

Love from Johannes, Marieke and Nadia Bos

1 of the 9 villages in Chilonga





Houses in Chilonga





Poor harvest





Cooperating people of Chilonga





And this will be the living





Very creative kids!









