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March 2007, nr. 8

News from Johannes en Marieke

Dear familiy, friends and other readers

Goodbye Canada …!
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Tuesday (February 20th) we have arrived safely in the Netherlands. We are much richer through all our experiences in Canada. We have had the possibility to follow several training courses and to participate in voluntary work.  In our previous newsletter and newsmails we already wrote about some of our experiences. As task-oriented and busy Europeans it could be hard to start friendships with people who don’t have so many contacts or with somebody of a completely different culture.  One of the things we learned was not to focus on our benefit of a friendship, but to focus on how we can help and support the other. The thankfulness and hapiness we received in return, during our visits, gave us much more than what we could ever mean to them in our point of view.

We had the chance to attend a nice and interesting training at the Philip Azis Centre; an organisation that trains volunteers to support people with AIDS in the last year of their life. Besides information about AIDS, the symptoms of the disease etc, we also learned about the social comsequences related to being seropositive. People become lonely because they are bedridden or they are afraid to disclose to their friends. Some of them are deppressive because of the lost hope for recovery. [image: image6.jpg]


Therefore social contact with the clients is the major focus of volunteers. To chat, to go out somewhere for a cup of coffee or just watching tv together. We have learned as well to care for a client in a practicial and safe way; for example feeding, to change the sheets and to change the client if needed. Eventhough the practical care is more the task of the nurse, still volunteers need to know how to handle in emergency situations. 

[image: image7.jpg]


In the last few months we have done some interviews with organisations that organise AIDS-prevention and health education for the black communities in Toronto. Through the interviews we learned a lot about African cultures. They made us aware of the importance how to talk with Africans about AIDS and sexuality. Instead of talking about ‘sexual intercourse’ they would prefer to talk about ‘two people meeting together’. Vague terminology is less shameful. In the past, a lot of information campaigns were ineffective because they were to straightforward and these made the Africans ashamed. Sometimes Africans are to polite to share their opinion, a preventionworker told us. Maybe they seem to agree, but they not necessarily do agree. Some of them don’t like asking questions. If they get involved and start to talk among themselves the message has become accross.
Satuarday February 10th we have head our farewell party. It was great to see the many different people that came; from the neighbourhood, from the 614 church, from the Liebenzelll Mission, from Hostschool etc. It was funny to discover how small the world can be and how different people knew eachother in another way. We were glad that a Russian speaking member of our church now has found a Russian biblestudygroup held in my English tutors home. It is strange to be home, not knowing if we will see the people we met in Canada again. We hope that we can stay connected throug prayer and news. Please send us your prayer requests, so that we could pray for you too.

Goodbye

April 17 we leave to Malawi. We would like to bring a picture of you or your family with us to Malawi. Could you send us your digital picture to: bos_tfc@yahoo.com.

Home Support Group

Because we are far away we have asked some people to arrange our affairs in the Netherlands. For questions you can send an email to: bos_tfc@yahoo.com Our support group introduce themselves below:

Left to right.: Jan Smit, president, Rita Blootens, finance, Ineke Rozema, PR, Léon Ros, secretary.

Readersquestions

Do you have a question that you like to be answered in our newsletter send an email to: bos_tfc@yahoo.com.

Prayer

Please pray for us! Would you like to receive more praise points and prayer requests send an email to: bos_tfc@yahoo.com

Praise: 

· Thank God that we arrived safely in the Netherlands and that we could adjust very well sofar.

· Thank God for the good experiences, the things we could learn and the friendships in Canada.

· Thank God for His good care (healthwise, support etc).

Pray for:

· Strength to say goodbye to our family, friends and church.

· The preparations for Malawi will go smoothly (packing, organising our insurances, permits and visa’s etc). 

· That we can quickly adapt to our new country and to the Liebenzell Mission team in Malawi.

Did you change your (email) address, please inform our home support group. You can send an email with the changes to: bos_tfc@yahoo.com. If you don’t like to receive our newsletters anymore please inform our home support group.

	Johannes & Marieke Bos
	Stg. Liebenzell Mission Nederland
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Chinese woman with which Marieke have built contact





Marieke learning to change a client





After heavy snowfall...








