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July/August 2007, nr. 10

News from Johannes and Marieke
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Dear family, friends and other readers,
Hereby some news from far…

Everyday we appreciate to have our own little house in Balaka. We share a compound with a Malawian family. They have 5 children. We have fun with the neighbour children and also Nadia enjoys it to have some other children around. 
We have become Boss for a fullsize team of people, such as two guards, two teachers, a housekeeper and a watchpuppy. We are still trying to get used to it, as well because the relationship between employer and employee is more hierarchical over here. However we are glad with them, as it is needed for our safety and to safeguard our studytime. Another advantage is that we can support five families with a small but regular income. In principle we have language lessons everyday (about 3 times a week in practice). We make good progress. I (M) learn quit fast, but understanding others is still a major obstacle. Johannes also enjoys to learn Chichewa, he takes it a bit more slowly. 
Visiting our night guard

Some time ago we visited the family of our guard, because they got a baby. His house was about the size of our living room. It was his ninth child… Although when I asked him about the amount of children he has, he insisted to have eight children. It seems to be that the baby first has to prove herself to be healthy enough before it will be counted. We are used to greet right away as we meet each other, but here its different. First a mat is rolled out, we take off our shoes and sit down. Thereafter is time for greetings. The whole family comes to say hello, sometimes even relatives who live in the neighbourhood are notified. The present, which you don’t wrap in nice paper but just put in a plastic bag, is taken without a word and disappears in the house. This is not impoliteness, but just different… From the baby we could only see a little part of the face. The rest was wrapped in cloth to keep it warm. In our broken Chichewa we tried to find out whether it was a boy or a girl and if the baby had a name? No, the baby didn’t had a name yet. The nightguard told us that we could give it a name. That was a huge honour, but also quite a task. To name a child means to become godparents of the child. In case of problems or needs they will ask the godparents for help. Because we stay in Balaka only for a short time we find it difficult to decide about it… For now we have answered the Malawian way: We have to think about it…. At the end of our visit we got a chicken (the feet and wings bound together, no way to escape…).  We decided to give the chicken some temporary freedom in our garden, but in the evening our guard knocked at our door. He had captured the chicken… He was afraid the dayguard would eat it if we would let it run around. The next morning he has processed the chicken into chicken filets. 

Death is lying in wait for people

On this moment Malawi blossoms; there has been a good harvest, people have (for the moment) enough to eat. Everywhere you see people building houses, there is lots of activities and people look happy. But there is also the other side of the coin. When on our way from Balaka to  Chisomo we see many branches laying on the street; the sign that at that house along the road, someone has passed away. Also our personnel often don’t show up because they attend a funeral. Our teachers have about one funeral a week either a family member or a colleague. The cause of death is not discussed, but many know that the AIDS-virus is the one to blame. 

Readers questions

In this newsletter a question of Roelina Bos: 

How is the healthsector in Malawi? 

In Malawi one can find two types of hospitals; government- and private hospitals. The good thing about the government hospitals is that they provide free basic medical care and medicines. Disadvantage is the lack of medicines. Therefore sometimes the hosptals cannot prescribe anything but paracetemol. Private hospitals have sometimes a better stock of medicines, but because you need to pay for their care it is not accessible for everybody. Furthermore you can buy most of the medicines without recipe from a pharmacy. Another problem is that people wait too long to visit a hospital, for some children this is fatal. The disease could have been treated easily when the person would have been in time. Within the hospitals it can be really busy. Not only the amount of patients, but also family members responsible for the care of the patient. Sometimes a family member is allowed to sleep under the bed of the patient. In the hospital area there also a big outside kitchen, where family members can cook nsima, in case the patient would like to eat something.  

Although the health system might be different as what we used to, we are satisfied with the care we received in the hospitals so far. 
Do you have a question, send it to:  bos_tfc@yahoo.com. 

Home sweet home

There are quite a few things that remind us of the Netherlands. What about brown bread or green beans? Or somebody with a soccershirt with Bergkamp or even more Dutchi: hundreds of people wearing jackets of the PTT (company of postmen in NL)! Further we have seen a advertisement for Zwitsal on a house. And in Balaka we have also the HEMA, a shop where you can buy office supplies. Beside all these small things we depend on your stories, what is happening in the world and in your personal lives. 

Prayer

Please pray for us, our work and the people in Malawi!

Praisepoints: 

· Thank for our house in Balaka

· That we enjoy our language studies

· Thank for the good contact with kids from our neighbourhood

Prayer requests:

· Please pray that our workpermit will arrive soon (requested since December 2006). 
· Pray for motivation and wisdom to learn Chichewa

· Pray for God’s guidance in the preparation of the new project in Chilonga. 
· Pray that God will prepare the hearts of people for the arrival of LM missionaries. 
Home support group

Our home support group arranges all the issues in the Netherlands. Do you have questions on how you could be involved with our work or in case you’ve other questions, please send an email to: bos_tfc@yahoo.com. In case you changed mailadress please notify our home support group, when you still would like to receive our news. 
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Nadia and Naomi are copying each other
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Lots of kids in the sandbox...
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