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December 2007, nr. 12
News from Johannes and Marieke

Dear family, friends and others,
Huisje, boompje, beestje… 
[image: image5.png]Liebenzell Missiai%’
Met God van mens tot men:



We have found a new house! It is a bit huge for the three of us (and still the rent is not more than €100), but it is in the same area, close to the people we already know and in the same street as our colleagues. There is a big garden, wherein Johannes can spend some free time with gardening and where we can start our small petty farm and where Nadia can enjoy herself playing outside. Lately we did a nice discovery in our present garden. After a lot of barking from our dog we went outside to see why he was barking. We found a turtle trying to climb on our veranda...

In Balaka the rain season has really started now. The rains were really confusing this year for the farmers. As we had three weeks rain in October most of them had planted their fields. But after that we didn’t have rain for almost a month. A lot of the farmers needed to sow again as the little plants had dried. On this moment it is raining almost every day, usely an enourmous rainfall at the end of the day. Our garden gets flooded and last week 6 meters of the fence around our plot came down due to the rain. 

Chichewa learning goes well. I (Marieke) have finally found a new teacher. Also Nadia is trying hard to speak Chichewa. She knows a few words such as: ‘tsjite’ (chitenge = piece of cloth to carry children), ‘iwe’ (he, you) and ‘basi’ (enough). She is copying anyway each word she hears, it doesn’t bother her wether it is in Dutch, English or Chichewa. 

Joy and Sorrow

In December we visited as well our first Malawian wedding as our first funeral.

On the 1st December we went a bit nervous to the wedding as we didn’t knew the customs. We had asked our language helpers about the customs and expectations of a Malawian wedding. So we were prepared, having our money changed in notes of K20 so that we arrived with a whole pile. The party was due to start at 1 o’ clock, but when we arrived at a quarter to two, we were still in time, before the bride and groom arrived. The partyhall was decorated with a lot of glitter and flashing lights. On the stage they had put a relaxete sofa and a huge weddingcake. Special friends arrived dancing towards the stage. Finally the bride and groom arrived dancing. The master of ceremony suggested that everybody should throw some money so that the couple could walk on a carpet of banknotes towards the stage. The bride and groom installed themselves on the sofa with the best man and lady next to them to support them with cool air, whiping of sweat and passing drinks. After introduction with prayer and welcome the money-give-ceremony (pelekani pelekani) started. The bride and groom took turns in holding a basket. Different groups (such as family of the bride, friends of the groom, members of the church etc) were invited to contribute their money. While dancing around the couple the guests threw their notes in and around the basket, something like a shower of banknotes. The master of ceremony made sure the guests had at least five times each to throw around their money. The ceremony took quit some hours. Half way softdrinks and snacks were handed out. At around five we sneaked out, because Nadia was fed up with dancing and we had finished our notes. All in all a special experience...

On 20nd December we went to the funeral of the grandchild of our guard. Only four days old and died of fever (?). A great sorrow, but also sensibility of the people around them, it is just a small baby... In Malawi a baby is seen as child when it is older than four months. When it dies before that time the death is seen similar to a miscarriage. The funeral took place within 24 hours after death. First the female relatives and neighbours came together in the house of our guard to bring their sympathy. The funeral of young baby’s is carried out only by women. There were except from Johannes only two other men sitting at the back of the house. Even the father is not joining the group to the graveyard. After a few hours the ceremony started. We went to the graveyard. It felt akward because the burial field was covered with small heaps leaving not much space to walk in between the graves. The women dug a grave for the baby. All women collected leaves for in the grave. After the mother had laid the child in the grave, all women together closed the grave. After the funeral everybody went on with normal things of the day. For us this seems so strange, but here in Malawi death is so common that people don’t want to think about it too long. For me it was an impressive experience. 

Zikomo Kwambiri! (Thank you very much!) 

We would have liked to send this letter earlier to thank you for your indispensable support (a bit delayed to a broken computer....). We are happy that in 2007 we have known so many people, who supported us with prayer, finances and mail. We are thankful for your support, because without it we can’t do our work here in Malawi. We hope that also in 2008 you will stay involved with our work. That will be an exciting year for us, when we move to Chilonga after our language studies. Please pray with us for the people in Chilonga, that God will prepare hearts to receive the Good News (John 3:16). In an area with many muslims Jesus will probably not always be recived with open hands... 

Praise and pray with us for the following points: 

Praise: 
· That we have found a new language helper for Marieke

· That we have found a new house in Balaka

· That the rain season has started

· That through Malawian friends and our language helpers we understand more and more about Malawian culture
Pray:
· That our workpermit will soon be ready

· For motivation and wisdom to learn Chichewa

· For Gods guidance in preparing for and brainstorming about the new porject in Chilonga. 

· For wisdom in supporting families who have lost someone

· For wisdom how to dela with people coming to our door for food, money or piece work, because they are through with their money 

Home Support Group (HSG)

Do you have questions about how you could be involved in our work or questions about other issues send an email to: bos_tfc@yahoo.com. Have you changed address please let our HSG know by sending an email to: bos_tfc@yahoo.com. Also if you don’ like to receive our newsletters anymore. 
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It’s raining…





The Turtle





Dancing at the wedding









