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May 2007, nr. 9

News from Johannes and Marieke

Dear family, friends and other readers,

Here a message from far…

We are doing fine. At the moment we stay at Chisomo, this is the bibleschool where the Liebenzell Mission is training pastors. In the beginning of June we hope to move to Balaka, a small town, where we will continue our language study. 

We get more and more used to our house, the people around us and to a different lifestyle. The days past before we notice, one reason for that is that simple things cost more time here than in the West. A little trip to the city for bread, flour or so consumes at least half a day. However you might be curious how daily life is here in Malawi…
Daily life
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We wake up around six o’clock. Our little Nadia-alarmclock helps us to get awake early. At a quarter past seven morning devotion starts at Chisomo. Although we can’t understand much of what is said, it is great to see the students start the day with worshipping God. When we come back sometimes we find some people at our veranda, selling banana, tomatoes or avocado. In the village we don’t find supermarkets or stores nearby, therefore we are depending on what is sold at our doors. When something is sold it provides a good opportunity for us to practise some sentences Chichewa. The generator starts at 8, so we two hours to do whatever needs electricity, like computer, washing, sewing, reloading batteries.
We also try to spend an hour on practising the words and sentences that we learned the previous day. Since a few weeks we have lessons with a language helper. She is a lovely lady. She has already some experience with teaching Chichewa to other missionaries. The good thing is we can ask her whatever we want to know. Next to learning Chichewa we ask her a lot about the cultural habits in Malawi. Today we talked about the family. We have asked a bit about what sort of question you could ask someone and which questions are not polite or not sensitive. From 12 years of age girls can already get married and bearing children. Questions as: Are you married? How many children do you have? Do you want more children? enz are really normal to ask; it shows you being interested in their lives. Marital relationships are often not based on love, but on which husband could provide the best opportunities to survive. This is so really different than in Western cultures. 

Meat

Connie came to our door, whether we would like porkmeat. Because Johannes likes meat with his dinner we decided to buy a piece. The pig was laying in a basket on the back of a bike. The salesman stood ready with an enormous piece pigs leg.  Would that be a convenient piece? A bit doubting we looked at Connie. We asked some advice which part would be good to buy and whether she could help with which parts we could eat and which not. The pig went into a plastic bag. A weighing scale was hanging in the tree and in this way was measured how many kilo’s our little pigs leg was weighing (al together about 7 kilo’s). Johannes is really a hero in how he treated the meat. I’ve never been a hero cutting meat, so I was happy that Johannes volunteered. It took him almost two hours to dissect the pig and to prepare it in packages for the freezer. Although Thanksgiving and Christmas are still far away we already have a turkey in the freezer. A man from our neighbourhood desperately needed money for the hospital, therefore he had decided to sell a turkey. If please we could buy it… You can’t say no, when people really need money for the hospital. The turkey was still alive (so maybe we could keep it till Thanksgiving). It was an enormous turkey so we decided to share the turkey with Michael and Connie. The househelper of Michael and Conny has killed it and prepared it. Thereafter we received a nice blubbery piece. Johannes could again enjoy himself with cutting. No the turkey lays happily next to the pig in our freezer, the next weeks we don’t need to buy any meat. 

Diapers

At the morning devotion there are always a lot of kids. When they become to loud during the preaching they go out to play outside. Nadia often is happy to go with them. I went with her outside. A little boy crawled to me and pulled himself up to me. We played a bit and than suddenly I heard some watery noise. I looked down and this little boy had just done his peepee on the flour, nearly watering my feet. Here in Malawi you have to be careful not to get wet, playing with little children. They don’t wear diapers. One of the girls came with a mop and mopped it quickly away. His little pants would dry again, no problem. 
Readers questions
Do you have a question send an email to: bos_tfc@yahoo.com.

Home support group

Our home support group arranges all the issues in the Netherlands. Do you have questions on how you could be involved with our work or in case you’ve other questions, please send an email to: bos_tfc@yahoo.com. In case you changed mailadress please notify our home support group, when you still would like to receive our news. 
Prayer
Praise for: 

· That we safely arrived in Malawi

· That the team here helped us a lot with settling and all the arrangements that needed to be made

· That they found a nice house for us in Balaka
· That we could start with language learning and that we are thankful to have a lovely language helper.
Pray for:

· The moving to Balaka, that we might find a good language helper, househelper and nightwatchman 

· For motivation and perseverance in language learning. 

· Our health (Nadia had already one time Malaria, but recovered well with medicines)
· The students at Chisomo, because they have exams soon. Also that the things they learned will get rooted in their hearts and can be shared in their little churches. 
	Johannes & Marieke Bos
	Stg. Liebenzell Mission Netherlands

	Address:

PO box 430, Balaka

Malawi, Africa

Tel:  (country code) 09117105
Mail: bos_johannes@yahoo.com
Website:www.johannes-marieke.org
	Pieter Postlaan 6
1222 LJ Hilversum, Nederland
Tel./Fax: 035-6832815 

Donations:

Postbanknr. 264732
Bankrek. nr. 95.85.42.961
t.n.v. Stg. Liebenzell Mission Nederland te Hilversum

o.v.v Johannes en Marieke Bos


Porkmeat fresh from the bike





Overview from our house and landscape huis en het landschap





Peeling the corn








