Newsletter for January, 2006

Dear  Brother Ian and family,
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The first month from the New Year was very hard for the Romanians. There has been a severe threat of the aviary flu. Also, the cold weather (which Romanians have not experienced for around 50 years at -25 -36 grade Celsius) is the first time in Romania when every salt lakes was frozen and also hundred of meters of the Black Sea. Many people have died because of this cold weather. 

The Government raised the prices of almost everything again, especially the methane gas which is the most expensive from Europe. Affected the most were the old people, the pour families and those who have private children homes as we have.

In our children home the heating is turned on at maximum because of the cold weather, three times this month the gas was stopped in the night because water in the gas pipes and   was frozen. You can’t imagine what stress was on me because in the middle of the night I had to take the gas plumber to fix the gas pipe to start the heating for the children. For us this year started very hard. 

A new law required to renew the license for the private children homes. For this we need $900 and we are praying the Lord to provide this money. We must have this to renew every paper for authorization of the children home. The license will be given from Bucharest. 

I asked you in my last newsletter to pray for me because I’m going through a very hard time with the children. I had to hire a lawyer to defend the rights of our children in court because the government wants to change the status of the children from orphaned to abandoned. They are looking for their natural parents, or their relatives, and put them in a substitute family. This is especially true for the adoptive children whose adoptions were stopped because the new law was put in place.

 

CHILDREN
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Those of you who know our children at Dove House know little Rupi. He is actually one of our older boys but he is always special to us. I want to ask you to pray for Rupi because he recently had his appendix removed and he is still in the hospital recovering.

I know it is very difficult for the adoptive parents to understand the psychological fight we have here. The government in one way has promised to the American government to release every child who was ready for [image: image3.png]


adoption before the new law. I heard that the American Ambassador declared in the news on January 18 (when he visited Cluj County) that the Romanian Government must keep the promises and release the children. But at the same time and (this is why I am upset) in secret they try to revoke the abandons. This would mean the children are not available for adoption. I was shocked when, with one day before that we have to go to court, I found that one of our children had a trial to revoke the status of abandonment on January 20. Immediately I hired a lawyer and I asked the judge what reason that they don’t make us part of the trial because I am part of this case. Praise God, because the Lord gave us victory. 

I was informed that we have to go with each child to the court. The lawyer will cost me $200 for each case. To me it is almost unbelievable. I felt I am in a communist country again when the Government plays games with the people and with the children. The phone calls and mail are all verified but it is not hard for me to understand all of this because so many are in power that are former members of the communist party. I feel it will be very hard to change the mentality of communist ways until a new generation will come in power. If I would not have faith and experience of persecution and suffering under communism time in this country, I don’t know if I could resist seeing all these kinds of tricks. I want to be modest but the suffering what Apostle Paul described in 2 Corinthians 11: 25-27 gave me comfort since part of these sufferings I have experienced myself and gave me more power and faith. Besides all the suffering that Apostle Paul described he says in verse 28, “Beside everything else, I face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches.”
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I would like to tell to the parents who are discouraged in waiting for their children that prayers change the world and even the mind of the governors. Prayer released Peter from jail and prayer released the three Hebrews (Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego) from a blazing furnace. It was prayer that helped Daniel from the lions den and the prayer of faith from Moses’ mother who saved him. The Lord will find a way for our dear children and provide a right home for them. So please do not give up…keep praying. Prayer changes things and it can change the destiny of these children.

CHURCHES

The good news is that we have started the evangelistic revival in every church and we have so much work yet to do in this area. Next month I will be able to send you pictures and show how the Lord is working in miracle ways as hundreds of people are coming to Jesus. This month I participated in the funeral of the Gypsy King’s (Florin Cioaba) mother. I was invited with other pastors to conduct the funeral where thousands of people participated and the news from all of Romania and many parts of Europe. This funeral was the best occasion to preach about Jesus. I [image: image5.png]


praise the Lord because many lives have [image: image6.png]


been changed because of this funeral.

New churches are still being built in Romania. One of our projects is the village of Chinari where we recently finished a anew church/school. We are very glad to see this project complete and we thank everyone who helped these poor people from lives of poverty to at least have a nice place to live.

PRAYER

- Please pray for us at this time because in Romania (almost like a tradition) during every winter time we have the best opportunity to evangelize the country. This is because most of the people are home.

- Please pray for the children and for every vision we have for this year that the Lord will help us to complete all of them and even more.

Thank you and God bless you, Paul Crisan
